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hair of cattle; second, the irritation following the appearance of a number of grubs under the skin of the back. It has been demonstrated that if the larva or grub is crushed while under the skin and about to emerge, this will sometimes cause the death of the animal. Packers, butchers, and dealers in hides complain of the great number of hides ruined by the numerous holes punched through the skin. These losses are said to total from $5,000,000 to $10,000,-000 a year. Other ill effects of the attack of the warble-fly are the loss in milk-flow and flesh by the gadding of the cows during the fly season.
Prevention and treatment
Certain facts are known about the flies causing warbles that may help in keeping down the number of grub-infested cows in the herd. Neither species of warble-fly stays long on the cow, usually just long enough to deposit the eggs. The fly goes straight for the legs of the cow, deposits the eggs, and leaves. It does not feed on the skin of the animal. This makes the use of fly repellents of very little value. Experiments were tried during the fly season, but the" amount of infestation was not reduced materially. It would appear, then, that fly sprays are of little value in preventing grubs.
The warble-fly does not attack an animal in a barn or other shelter. This is also true of some densely shaded places. When animals are harassed by the flies, they often seek the shade of trees or stand belly deep in a creek. If the herd could be housed during the summer months, the grubs would soon disappear. This, however, is not practicable on the farm. Flies have been seen to chase a cow to the entrance of a barn and then give up the chase as soon as the animal got inside. The flies seem to require bright sunlight for their operations. They are not seen much on dark or cloudy days.
Medicinal treatment is worthless. The grubs may be pressed out with the fingers. They should always be